
FEBRUARY 1927 League of Nations - Qftral Journal 125

I desire, Mr. President, if you will allow me, to put a question. If I have rightly understood
the report before us, the question of Svilengrad and Ortaketi has been reserved for a future decision
by the Council.

The PRESIDENT said that, in September last, the Council had decided that thins question would
be reserved, and it was still reserved to-day

D. YOVANOVITCH, representative of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, spoke
as follows:

By accepting the report of the Committee, we desire to give fresh proof of our loyal and sincere
co-operation m the work of peace undertaken by the Council.

We hope that. the Coninussioner of the League of Nations, to whom I would like to pay a
tribute for the work winch he has already done, will take account of the observations which we
have had occasion to put forward during the course of the discussions concerning is report.
These observations have been inspired by our sole desire to see peace safeguarded and definitely
established in that part of Europe wnch has suffered only too cruelly

I would also pay a tribute to the Financial Committee, and specially to Sir Arthur Salter,
for the important work which has been done.

We hope that the work undertaken by the Council will be brought to a successful conclusion
and that all the apprehensions felt in certain quarters will one day be dissipated, so that we may
be in a position to say that the Council of the League of Nations and all those who have taken
part in this task have worked well for peace and for the League.

Al. S U'oFF, representative of Bulgaria, spoke as follows:

Allow me to express my gratitude to the Council, which has invited the representative of
the Bulgarian Government to make known its views. I declare at once that I accept, in the name
of my Government, the report of the Financial Committee as submitted at this meeting.

The Financial Committee has been faced with a very difficult question. The existence of a
zone of 5o kilometers broad along the frontiers of the three neighbourng States, in which, in prin-
ciple, any new settlement of population is prohibited, has given rise among the refugees to a
feeling of apprehension winch can be readily understood. The existence of this zone was accepted
by my Government since it desired to show a spirit of pacification, but it hoped that such excep-
tions would be allowed as had been contemplated by the Council itself at its September session.

I should like to express my satisfaction that, thanks to the help of the Financial Committee,
to the spirit of good-will animating the parties concerned, and thanks also to the great qualities
of impartiality displayed by the Commissioner, a satisfactory solution has been found for this
difficulty

I desire to express the hope that the questions remaining over for examination at the March
session will also be solved satisfactorily The Council may be assured that the point of view of my
Government is and always will be ispired, in such questions, by its sole decire to achieve peace,
wnch is the object of the work which the League of Nations has made it possible to undertake.

The Coundci adopted the resolution Proposed by the Financial Committee.

M. Dendrams, M. Sarafoff, M. Yovanovitch, M. Charron and M. Pospisil withdrew.

1829. Free City of Danzig Payment by the League of Nations of the Expenses In connection
with the Post of High Commissioner

M. S6.hm, President of the Senate of the Free City came to the Council table.

M. VILLEGAS read the following report '.

"In pursuance of the Council's resolution of November x7th, 192o, and of an Agreement
subsequently concluded between Danzig and Poland, the League of Nations places at the disposal of
its High Commissioner at Danzig the funds required to cover the expenses in connection with his
post. This money is refunded to the League by the Danzig and Polish Governments in equal shares.

"In a letter dated November iith, 1926, which has been communicated to the Council
(Annex 921), the High Commissioner, like his predecessor, Mr. MacDonnell, raises the question
whether it would not be equitable and advisable that the League of Nations should assume liability
for the expenses in connection with the post of High Commissioner. My colleagues have had an
opportunity of reading this letter, and I need not repeat the arguments which it contains.

"The High Commissioner's proposal constitutes a question of principle which, if it is favour-
ably received by the Council, will involve changes in the budget of the League of Nations, and
will necessitate the approval of the Assembly. I do not feel justified in recommending that the
League of Nations should assume liability for the expenses in question, but if one or more of my
colleagues on the Council entertain any doubts on this matter, the Council might ask the Super-
visory Commission, which meets in February 1927, to prepare a report on the principles which
have been followed up to the present with regard to the salaries and expenses of the permanent
Commissioners appointed by the Council.

"The Council might then consider the question once more at its March session on the basis
of the report submitted by the Supervisory Commission.
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M. SAHM, President of the Senate of the Free City made the following declaration.

On behalf of the Free City of Danzig, I welcome the High Commissioner's general proposal
that the League of Nations should assume responsibility for the expenses in connection with
the post of the High Commissioner of Danzig.

I would venture to observe that the post of High Commissioner of the Free City compared
with those of the other Commissioners nominated by the Council, is quite a special one, and a
special arrangement as regards the expenses for this post therefore seems necessary I would
desire this fact to be taken into account in the settlement of the question. Moreover, I would
observe that the Free City is the only State placed under the protection of the League of Nations.
It should not be forgotten, moreover, that the activity of the High Commissioner is in no way
administrative in character- his position is rather that of an arbitrator.

Finally I wish to say that, owing to the rather difficult financial situation in which we at
present find ourselves, the saving in our budget which would result from the acceptance of the
High Commissioner's proposal would be considerable; we should therefore welcome it warmly

I would accordingly beg the Council to proceed to a favourable examination of the question.

The PRESIDENT suggested that the Council should adopt the procedure proposed at the end
of M. Villegas' report and refer the question to the Supervisory Commission for advice.

Thts proposal was adopted.

M. Salim withdrew.

i83o. System of the Single Transferable Vote and the Principle of Proportional Representation
in relation to the Problem of the Election of the Non-Permanent Members of the
Council Resolution adopted at the Seventh Ordinary Session of the Assembly

Viscount ISHII read the following report"

"On September 25th, 1926, the Assembly after hearing the report submitted on behalf
of the First Committee by M. Zahle, representative of Denmark, adopted the following resolution.

" The Assembly requests the Council to instruct the Secretariat to study the system
of the single transferable vote and the principle of proportional representation in general
in connection with the problem of the election of the non-permanent Members of the Council,
in order that this question may be laid before the next ordinary session of the Assembly

"The Norwegian Government, which had taken the initiative of submitting this question
to the Assembly has forwarded to the Secretary-General a memorandum explaining the working
of the system of the single transferable vote and the reasons which, in its opinion, militate in
favour of its adoption by the League for the election of the non-permanent Members of the
Council. This document, which reached the Secretariat on November 2gth, x926, was immediately
brought to the knowledge of the Members of the Council.

"I propose that the Norwegian memorandum, winch appears to supply the information
on the system of the single transferable vote requested by the Assembly should be communicated
to the Members of the League.

"With regard to proportional representation in general; which was also covered by the
Assembly resolution, my colleagues are aware that its principle, applied according to various
methods in different countries, has already been thoroughly investigated.

"It seems advisable to avail ourselves of the knowledge already acquired on this problem.
I should therefore like to propose that the Secretary-General be authorised to ask one or several
experts in this matter to prepare a purely technical memorandum on this question, as defined
in the resolution of September 25th, and that this memorandum should in due course be com-
municated to the Members of the League for information and submitted, with the Norwegian
memorandum, to the next ordinary session of the Assembly

"To cover the necessary expenditure, which cannot be great, I propose that the Council
should adopt the following resolution.

" The Council authorises the Secretary-General, under Article 36 of the Financial
Regulations, to charge to Item 3 of the Budget for 1927 (Unforeseen Expenditure subject
to a special vote of the Council), up to a maxinum sum of 2,5oo Swiss francs, the expenditure
entailed by consulting experts on the question of proportional representation with a view
to the execution of the Assembly's decision of September o5th, 1926

M. SCIAOJA asked that the consideration of this question should be postponed to another
session of the Council. He did not see that any useful purpose could be served in proceeding
to an expert enquiry into such a question, which was rather of a political nature, and this was
perhaps the reason why he did not think that the system proposed was applicable to the election
of the Members of the Council. The elections to the Council did not bring into play the party
system, as was the case within a country and he did not consider that there was any need, in
the case of the elections to the Council, which up to the moment had been of a very simple kind,
to adopt a system which was so complicated in character that a preliminary technical examination
of it was necessary before it could be understood.

He did not, however, desire to press his opinion on his colleagues. Before making a technical
enquiry into the mathematical system which formed the basis of the present proposal, the question
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