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III.

QUESTION OF THE ADHERENCE OF GOVERNMENTS

TO THE CONVENTIONS OF BERNE CONCERNING AUTHORS' RIGHTS.

C.L.15.1925.XII.

CIRCULAR LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'TO THE MEMBERS OF

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND OTHER STATES.

Geneva, February 19th, 1925.

Being-anxious to ensure better protection for artistic and literary property in the
greatest possible number of countries, the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation adopted
the following resolution at its third session in December 1923

"The Committee, as an urgent and practical measure, asks the League of Nations.
in conformity with the recommendation made at the Conference of Genoa in April 1922,
to invite the nations which have not already done so to adhere to the Conventions of
Berne concermng authors' rights."

At its meeting on September 9th, 1924, the Council approved this decision and instructed
me, in conformity with the recommendation made by the Conference of Genoa in April
1922 - with which the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation agreed - to invite those
countries which have not already done so to adhere to the Berne Conventions concerning
authors' rights. In execution of this resolution, I have the honour to request your Govern-
ment to consider whether it would be possible for it to adhere to these Conventions. Adhe-
sion is effected by written -notification addressed through diplomatic channels to the Swiss
Federal Council.

You will find attached hereto

(a) The Acts in force concerning the Convention of Berne as revised on Novem-
ber 13th, 1908, and the additional protocol of March 20th, 1924, together wvith the ueces-
sary details regarding the States wich are parties thereto'

(b) A notice published by the International Bureau of the Union for the Protec-
tion of Literary and Artistic Works at Berne,

(c) Extract from a letter from the Director of the Bureau of the International
Union for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, addressed to the Secretary of
the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation, concerning the financial
obligations which signatories to the Convention are Called upon to meet.

(Signed) En DiUtIm IOND,

Secretary- General.

C. EXTRACT FROMN A LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR OF TE BUREAU OF TUE INTEnNATIONAL

UNION FOR THE PROTECTION OF LITERAlRY AND ARrtSTt WORKS, AD RSSED TO

THE SECRETARY OF TilE INTERNATIONAL CoNirruEE ON INTELLECTUAL CO-OPERATION.

The following paragraph might deal with the financial obligations which would be
incurred by countries adhering to the International Union.

*These obligations are laid down ii Article 23 of the Union Convention. As regards their
share in the expenses of the Bureau of the Union - which may not exceed 100,000 francs -

the countries which are at present members of the Union are divided up as follows into the
six classes provided for

First Class (25 units) France, Great Britain, Italy
Second Class (20 units) Spain, Japan.
Third Class (15 units) Belgium, Brazil, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Sweden,

Switzerland.
Fourth Class (10 units) Germany Denmark, Greece, Hungary, Norwvay, Czecho-

slovakia.
Fifth Class ( 5 units) Bulgaria, Haiti, Liberia.
Sixth Class ( 3 units) Austria, Danzig, Luxemburg, Morocco, Monaco, Tunis.

During the war these units were about 150 francs each. They were then raised with
a view to obtaining for the provident fund on behalf of the International Bureau a sum of
200,000 francs. This object has been attained, and, as the fund now possesses sufficient capital,
the unit has been reduced for the year 1923 to 218 francs. It will remain at this level, parti-
cularly if the number of contracting - and therefore subscribing - countries increases.
It will be easy in order to ascertain the future annual contribution, to calculate the amount
of the subscription by multiplying tlus figure of about 200.francs by 10, 5 or 3, according to
the class chosen. In any case, the sum involved is small.

I Not reproduced here,
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13c /43107/32756.

REPLY FROM THE ESTHONIAN GOVERNMENT 1

[Translation.] Reval, March 16th, 1925.

I am instructed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter No. C.L. 15/1925. XII, dated February 19th, 1925, with its three annexes, and 1 have
the honour to inform you that the Esthonian Government has taken note of the decision
adopted by the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation at its third session in December 1923.

(Signed) A. JUnGENSON,

Director of Political Affairs.

13c /42895 x /32756.

REPLY FROM THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT

[Translation.] Helsingfors, March 4th, 1925.

By a letter dated February 19th, 1925, and in conformity with a resolution adopted by
the Council at its meeting on September 9th, 1924, you invited the Finnish Government to
consider the possibility of adhering to the Conventions of Berne concerning authors' rights.
Accordingly I have the honour to communicate to you the following

Finland's adhesion to the said Conventions of Berne involves previous revision of lo
existing Finnish laws on the question. The preparatory work connected with this revision
has just been concluded, and the Government will shortly submit for the approval of Par-
liament a draft law on the question and, as soon as the legislative procedure connected with
this revision is completed, will consider the possibility of adhesion to the Conventions in
question. (Signed) J. PnocoIp".

13/43957/32756,

REPLY FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA.

[Translation from the Spanish.] Panama, April 11th, 1925.

With reference to your letter of February 19th, 1925, concerning the Committee on Intel-
lectual Co-operation and the protection of artistic and literary property I have the honour
to state that your letter is directly connected with the problems raised in your communica-
tions of November 10th and 12th, 1924, which were duly considered by our Department.

In view of the proposals contaaned in the above-mentioned communications, this Depart-
ment thought it desirable to apply to the Ministry for Education, which is the competent body
in the matter, in order that that Department might co-operate in the League of Nations
scheme by submitting to our Legislative Chamber a draft law dealing with the different
aspects of the League programme, since, in order to be operative in Panama, this programme
must be provided with a legal basis. Our Department informed the League Secretariat
of this step in due course.

In reply to the action taken by our Department, the Secretary for Education sent us
on April 1st the following communication, which I transmit to you for information

" I could not reply sooner to your note, S.L. No. 57 dated January 5th, referng to
the communication from the League of Nations inviting States Members of the League
to take such measures as they might think fit in order to protect scientific and literary
property because this question demanded thorough examination, which pressure of
business during the last few months has prevented me from giving.

" In reply to your note, and since the Secretary for Foreign Affairs asks for my
opinion on the question, I have the honour to inform you that I am not in favour of
Panama adhering to Conventions of this sort, since our scientific and literary output
is at present so small that we ourselves would receive no protection but, on the contrary,
would be made the protectors of foreign producers. For these reasons, and also because
it is too late to submit this question to the Assembly I consider that we should post-
pone its consideration till later, and wait until increased national production justifies
the adoption of special laws regulating the question. In the meantime, we should reserve
the right, in the interests of education, to reproduce or publish in this country, for sale
at low prices, books published in other countries. "

Further replies will be published in due course in the Offlcal Journal.
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The above represents the opinions of the Secretary for Education regarding the impor-
tant programme outlined ira-the communications and brochures wich you have sent to us
and, although our Department would have liked to reconcile the recommendations of the
League of Nations with the point of view of the Secretary for Education, it much regrets that,
for the reasons given above and also because the problem is one that specially concerns the

inistry of Education, it is compelled to do no more than to communicate to you the note in
question without expressing any opinion in the matter.

(Signed) B. Alvarez ALVARADO,

Head of lhe League of Nations Department.

13c /.13479/32756.

REPLY FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF THE SERBS, CROATS

AND SLOVENES.

[Translation.] Belgrade, April 6th, 1925.

In reply to the note from the SecretariaL, dated February 19th, 1925, No. C.L. 15.
1925, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs has the honour to state that His Majesty's Govern-
ment will be glad to consider the possibility of acceding to the Convention of Berne concerning
authors' rights as soon as the draft law on tins matter, wnch at present is being
prepared by ,. Committee appointed by the INlinstry for Education, has been finally passed
by Parliament.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
the Kingdoin of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes.

IV

CONVENTION OF MARCH 15TH, 1886, ON INTERNATIONAL

EXCHANGES OF PUBLICATIONS AND ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL

RECOMMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS (July 1924).1

13c/13638131392.

REPLY FROM THE HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT

Brussels, April 21st, 1925.
[Translation.]

With reference to my letter of April .4th last, under the same number, I have the honour
to inform you that the Belgian Minster at Budapest has approached the Hungarian Govern-
ment with a view to inducing it to adhere to the modifications regarding the exchange of
official publications proposed by the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation of the League
of Nations.

His Majesty's Minister at Budapest has just received from the Hungarian Mimster for
Foreign Affairs an official communication in the following terms

" The Hungarian Government is prepared to adhere to the supplementary articles and
the modification of the Brussels Convention, the more readily since these provide for the

application of the principles adopted by the Hungarian National Committee on Intellec-
tual Co-operation at its session on June 20th, 1924, and set forth in its memorandum
forwarded to the International Committee.

" In the Royal Government's opinion, it would be desirable that the powers of tho
International Exchange Offices provided for in the Brussels Convention (paragraph 7 of the
Second Convention) should be extended so that these offices should be able to orgamse
the establishment of relations with other bodies and to conclude special conventions
regarding the administrative exchange of official publications. "

Your communication of March 6th last, No. 13cf42509/31392, dealt with this question.

(Signed) HyitAxs.

See Official Journal, _May 1925, pages 7.12 and 7,13.
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